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Japanese Discomania
Creates Clubs Galore

Gospel Into
California
Discotheque

By JEAN WILLIAMS
LOS ANGELES Spiri-

tual counseling and gospel record-
ings all come together to make foran
apparently successful disco in the
suburban city of Orange The club
tagged The Basement, is believed o
be the first gospel disco in the coun-
ury

Patrons of The Basement are boo
gweing o disks by white rock :Q\'\l‘ﬂ
acts such as Larry Norman, Michael
O'Maruan, Randv Stonehill, Annie
Herning and others

I'he disco which also specializes in
prayer serves non-alco
holic mixed dninks and no smoking
1s allowed on 1ts premises

“Ourclub opened two months ago
o serve people who want to deal
with Chnist in a disco atmosphere,’
says Greg Smith, manager and DJ ol
the mghtspot

“We felt there was a desperate

Praver

meehngs

{Continued on page 39)

Donny Gerrard” without a doubt will be one
ladeers of the century His debul album 5 &

By ALEX ABRAMOFF
TOKYO In a resurgence ol POy
ulanty matched only by that of the
LS., the discotheque |||\||!wu\ here
has, in three short years, leapt from a
mere eight clubs nanonwide 10 some
600 pure discos, along with another
14N rooms olterimg some form ol

disco music

In addiuon, at least one locally
based record company, Victor Musi
cal Industries, 15 negoliating
US. and European-based record

with

companies for the release of Japa
nese disco product on the inter
national market. Inital product
slated tor release under the formal

ized agreements 1s “Sexy Bus Swop

by a group called the Onental Ex-
prc“

Jlapan's onginal disco boom be-
gan in the late 1960s when r&b art
1515 like the Four Tops, the Supremes
and James Brown enjoved
popularity here. Later the market
was captured by Briush folk and
rock groups and discos went under
ground and dwindled to about eight

In early 1974 the bump was intro
duced to Japan from the US, and
its popularity rapidly spread
throughout Japan. Widely sup-
ported by the voung people, the

(Continued on page 19)
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NEW ORLEANS

Established
Acts Become
1976 Titans

By NAT FREEDLAND
LOS ANGELES - The
record trend for 1976 has not been

dommnant

iny one parbcular type of music, bul
rather a senes ol highest |"\r-‘-||'|'\
level breakthroughs from acts which

already were seemingly comloriably

established at munor degrees ol ac

ceplance

Peter | rampton, George Benson
Steve Miller. Boz Scaggs., Jackson
Browne, Fleetwood Mac, Queen
Bob Muarley & the Wailers, Gary

Wright, Dr. Hook, Joan Baez, Elec
tric Light Orchestra and Bob Seger
are all examples of already-estab
vear suddenly
had

1w achieving be

lished acts which this
exploded into
never come close
lore

sales levels they

Frampton’s g achieve
ment of 43 weeks in the top 10 (sull
going on) with “Frampton Comes
Alive” on A&M comes
constant touring under the guidance
Anthony and agent

siunnming

atter years ol

of manager Dee
Frank Barsalona
Before this LP Frampton never
made the top 30 albums or had a Hot
100 single. The current LP has pre
duced three top 10 singles
Boz Scages

deaded o leave his

{Continued on page i1)

UNESCO Adopts

Duty-Free Import
Rule For Records

New Disk Device
Helps Nix Noises

By JIM McCULLAUGH

LOS ANGELES SAL Inc
high-end audi cquipment special
ists, has developed

I NEW ACCCESSOTY

which the

‘nnF'-

device company ¢l

remove and chcks from rec
ord

Reduc
the unit

Called an Impulse Noise
System, model 5000
varlable Jan. 15
gested hist price of 3200

Basically ¢
Mike Joseph, firm’s sales manager
15 read the pops and chieks
n records that are

Lion

will be a with a sug

what n d

you get
caused by
scralches, dirt or static charges, for
example, and actually removes then
electronically

It's not a hilter of any

sort and

won't alfect the audio quality of the

record. It's not a nowse reduction sys

(Continued on page 14)

By GERRY WOOD

Harry ( h.i[n:‘. plans

Hms

national

By BRIAN MULLIGAN

LONDON
been reached in
LNESCO
amending the Florence Agreement

Final agreement has
Nairobr by the
general conference
to extend Lo records the same classi-
ficanon and import prvileges en
|w\(\t by books tor the past 25 vears

I pon ratihication by signatones (o

the agreement, recordings, prere-
corded tapes and videodisks could
pass over natonal boundarnies with-
out duly obligations

Early approval of the amendment
is expected in Western Europe and
the LIS

When the Florence Agreement
wias onginally drawn up, books and
works of art were excluded from im-
port duties. For the past five years
IFPI, the inler

national

record industry’s
representative  body
been lobbying for records 1o be ac-

has

corded stmular recognition
Previously, records qualified only

i worted by a p--.crmnm}l ap

proved organization and certified as

having cultural value

{Connnued on page 54)

Chapin Seeks Artists’ $ Aid For Charity

Radio Programming Forum

! the most famowus bal

lrang Erowing

favorite

throughout the world. Avadable on Greedy Records and Tapes G- 100<

1
!
(A

dvertisement)

to establish a fund based on monies which
from one ol
d all other

arusts will donate annually

their concerts to ad the poor an

Selling On TV:

groups who are “outside the Amencian
dream

( h.tpln made his announcement at the
recent Billboard ninth annual Inter

Some Success, Some Failure

By CLAUDE HALI

LOS ANGELES
panies are reluctant to discuss how much s
being

there's

Though record com

lelevision
but the
money spent on ty n the past few months

spent on idvertising

no quesuon amount ol
has ".'.t[‘t'd skyward and will continue o in
creasce

And, oddly enough, though some labels
can point u . ‘
tv buys

ENOrmous success stories watl

there 15 sull considerable doubt

DAVID LAFLAMME
WHITEDBIRD

The Single: AM-717
The Album: AMH-1007

The Music

itbout whether tv really works when 1t
comes (o selhing albums
Don Gr erson, director of mer handising
for Capitol Records, points out that tv can
reach an enurely new market. Though “Fly
Like An Eagle” by Steve Miller has sold 2
million copies, Capitol 1s now launching a
massive tv advertising schedule
I he \Pots | ipped Wednesday (8) lor

(Continued on page 14)

where he won an aw ard along with two ra-
dio stanons for a senes of world hunger
'-:-\L'I.|-||‘~

Presented the award Dec. 2 along with
KSAN of San Francisco and WASH of
Washington, D.C the Elektra/Asylum art-
ist revealed he plans setting up a public in-
lerest entertammment bank

T'he basic premuse 1s that we who are in

an industry that dreams, and who are a suc-
cess because millions of people care about
us, should demonstrate that we care about
the millions of peéople that nobody cares
about,” commented Chapin

Rather than a standard benefit, “with all
the problems of benefits,” Chapin proposes

that artists ar, lurn over

al least once a
the proceeds of one concert

(Continued on page 16)

(Advertsemeant)

The Music
On Amherst Records

Includes 5 sensational ne
AMHERST RECC

Wouldn't Stop Play

Wouldn't Stoef Demanding...







How Come
King Kong Is On
Warner/Reprise?

Footsteps pound closer.

The shrieks grow deafening. Secretaries faint,
buildings tremble, the sky darkens.

Somewhere in Burbank, King Kong towers
above a major executive’s major desk. Kong'’s
giant hand reaches down. The world’s Biggest
Finger points at the Biggest Button in the
Business.

Will he push it? Will Kong swallow it?

And Now, The Truth.

Even in Burbank, it didn’t quite happen
that way.

What did happen is that top film pro-
ducer Dino De Laurentiis wanted
to make sure the soundtrack
album for the year’s Big Picture
went to the record company
that would do best by it.

He had his choice of any record company in
the world.

De Laurentiis wanted the King Kong album with
the sales company that would sell more records
than any other.

With the sales company that, internationally,
would do justice to John Barry’s blockbuster
score.

De Laurentiis checked around, and found out
that Warner Bros./Elektra/Atlantic Records
were that sales company.

He called Mo Ostin (Warner/Reprise’s major
executive). They made the deal.

King Kong is on Warner/Reprise.
Where he belongs.

No fainting. No shrieks. Just good
common sense.

A Warner Communications Company o

The Biggest Button Has Just Been Pushed.
Listen for Footsteps.



ORIGINAL STEINER SCORE OUT

‘_I(Eg Kong’ Movie Spurs
Variety Of Record Entries

By ALAN PENCHANSKY

CHICAGO-Along with the cock-
tails, candy bars, T-shirts, books,
posters, puzzles, toys, etc., release of
the Dino De Laurentiis “King
Kong" remake has spurred acuvity
among record manufacturers. With
the film's opening, Friday (17), three
new disk releases are anticipated

Foremost among them is the
soundtrack from the new $24 mil-
lion Paramount picture available
from Warner/Reprise on LP, §-
track and cassette, Music for the
gunt update was composed and
conducted by John Barry

Composer Max Steiner’s 1933
score for the oroginal RKO produc-
tion of “King Kong," appears in a
new release from Entracte Records,
a Chicago-based firm specializing in
film music

Underwnitten by a grant from Lee
Steiner, the composer’s 82-year-old
widow, and authonized by the estate

of Menan C. Cooper, who produced
the original “Kong,” the record fea-
tures London’s National Philhar-
monic Orchestra conducted by Fred
Steiner (no relation), and 1s claimed
to be the first recording of the score
1o utihze the composer's orches-
trations.

Music from Steiner's score also is
featured on a United Artists LP,
“King Kong.” released two years
ago. and on “Now Voyager,” one in
a series of classic film score LPs from
RCA.

Mid-January is set as a release
date by Mark 56 Records for its
“King Kong” album, 4 transeription
of an original Mutual nclyvork.ra_dlo
broadcast from the mid-thirties.
George Garabedian, head of Mark
56, says the broadcast, a giant :pe
story, 18 not identical to the book or

the original motion picture. /;-—
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STEPHEN STILLS—Best Of . . ., Atlantic SD 18201 Despite its
claim as a "best of’ collection, Stills” most powerful and last
ng work, compased dunng his Bulalo Springheld and
CSNEY days is absent Instead this 15 @ ‘best of " Stills with
M. and on his own with many of the songs lacking the
su ¢ and force that ¢ NS & nes Best
cuts: “‘Love The One You're With,” “Change Partners Sl
Yoursel! Down ny's Garder

ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK~King Kong, Warner Bros MSZ226(

As this album arrved, posters were up on busy streets every

where heralding the holiday arrval of Kon

! 3
mounting a strong trade campaign. If the mowie In I
erchandising, this subltie John Barry g—-which rele
MOrE on imphed ominousr tha 1 | borrbast—ma
pe one of the few recent movie undliracks t Ve 4 com
mercial impact ke “Jaws” or 'The Exor Best culs

Upe ng yacntice



